Court Edition
(“I have to go to court. What do I do?”)
1.
2.

Don’t panic.
Plan your route ahead of time.
Don’t wait until the morning of court to figure out where you have to be.
3.
Dress for the occasion.
Dress like you would for church with your grandmother on Mother’s Day.
4.
Leave the kids with a babysitter if possible.
The criminal courthouse is not a good place for young children.
5.
Get to the courthouse early.
Bring a book to read.
6.
Go to the bathroom now.
You may have a long wait ahead of you. Relieve yourself now.
7.
Be in the courtroom for docket call.
Remain in the courtroom until you are excused by the court.
8.
Behave.
Remain awake. Don’t chew gum, eat, or drink. Don’t read the newspaper.
9.
Stand up when you are spoken to.
Now is not the time to show how much contempt you have for the system.
10. Answer the judge’s questions clearly.
Are you present? “Present, your honor.” Do you have a lawyer? “Not yet, your honor.” Do
you want to talk to the prosecutor? “No thank you, your honor.”
11. Don’t talk to the prosecutor (or anyone else) about your case.
The prosecutor is not your friend. He’s not going to feel sorry for you, and dismiss your
case. Neither is the judge — now is not the time to argue your case.
12. Wait for a reset form.
You will have to sign a promise to return before you are allowed to leave. Take two copies
with you (one for you and one for your lawyer).
13. Hire a lawyer.
Just as first aid is not intended to replace expert medical attention, Legal First Aid is not
intended to replace expert legal assistance, but only to stabilize the situation until you can
get such assistance. There are things that a competent lawyer can do immediately to improve
your chances of winning the case. It is best to hire competent counsel before your second
court appearance.
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